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excitement WHS intense.    Kvery warrior demanded to
be led at once against the foe.    Hut this enthusiasm
was short-lived.   The C/ar quickly made peace, with-
out taking thought for his plucky allies, who were
now abandoned to the vengeance of the Turks,   But
the courage of the Montenegrins did not desert them.
At that time, the whole population of the country
did  not exceed  twenty  thousand  persons,  and as
Achmct Pasha was despatched with fifty thousand
soldiers against them, the odds  seemed  enormous,
From the  plain of  Podgorica  the  Pasha wrote to
Danilo: " Send me a small tribute and three braves
as hostages.    If thou dost not obey, I will set the
whole land ablaze from the river Moraca to the salt
lake [the Adriatic]; I will take thee alive and torture
thee to death.1'    The assembled chiefs replied that
the fire from their guns would be their only tribute.
Three warriors were sent to spy out  the  enemies'
camp, and the   Vladika, falling upon the Turks as
they slept, defeated them with tremendous slaughter.
According to the legend, only three hundred Monte-
negrins fell, while twenty thousand Mussulmans re-
mained dead on the rocks.     The victory was the
greatest that the Montenegrin arms had won.    The
date, by a curious  coincidence  the  anniversary 01
Danilo's accession, is still remembered in the Black
Mountain, and the uglorious 2Qth of July" has thus
a double significance for the nation.    The battlefield
is known to this day as the u felling of the Emperor,"
or   Tsarevlaz^ because   the   Sultan's   soldiers   were
cut down like trees.    But all danger was not over.
Kiuprili, the Governor of Bosnia, collected an army